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peacetime and in war, they have also
mentored over 15,000 young people in
Louisiana in the last 20 years. We grad-
uate from our three programs in Lou-
isiana about 1,400 kids a year, each one
with a mentor.

So I wish to give a shout out to the
National Guard and the National
Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program.

Of course, a program we all support
on both sides of the aisle is Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters. There are three Big
Brothers Big Sisters agencies, serving
871 at-risk youth in the State of
Louisiana.

These are youth who include children
of single parent families, those with a
parent who currently may be incarcer-
ated or children who have been in-
volved in the juvenile justice system.
We have a wonderful Big Brother Big
Sister mentor here. Urmie is an out-
standing Big Sister serving in Jen-
nings, LA, who proudly says her most
rewarding aspect of serving as a men-
tor is: Knowing I am making a dif-
ference in a young person’s life.

Finally, our Big Buddy Program. Big
Buddy is a leading community program
in Baton Rouge, LA. It is national as
well, supported broadly by Members of
Congress and local officials. We in our
program serve 700 disadvantaged youth
each week.

One of their most dedicated mentors,
John, has served since 2008 and is a
product of mentoring.

John’s father wasn’t a presence in his
life, so by his own admission, he lacked
guidance growing up. However, he was
blessed with some caring adults—his
coach, teacher, and pastor—who
stepped in to make sure he did not fall
through the cracks.

Once into adulthood and established
in his career, John felt the need to re-
connect and give back to children who
face adversity. John is now the proud
mentor of two mentees: Bobby and
Charles.

I encourage all Americans to seek
out opportunities in their community
to serve as a mentor, and I urge the
public and private sectors to come to-
gether and create partnerships to close
the mentoring gap.

With an increase in dedicated men-
tors like Lorita, Michael, Urmie, and
John we can ensure that more young
Americans are better prepared for
school, work, and life.

Once again, please join me in cele-
brating January 2014 as National Men-
toring Month and in honoring the mil-
lions of Americans who guide our
youngest citizens towards achieving
their dreams.

Now I am going to end. But I do want
to particularly say how proud I am of
the Million Women Mentors which I
find very exciting as a woman leader. I
know the Presiding Officer will be
thrilled to see the number of extraor-
dinary businesses and organizations
that are trying to identify 1 million
mentors for girls in America to go into
the field of science, technology, engi-
neering, and math, which is a game
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changer for little girls and young
women to think about careers such as
science, technology, engineering, and
math. There is often a need in our
country for that skilled labor, so men-
tors are stepping up and filling in the
gap.

I want everyone to be proud that
today is a celebration of mentorship
month. I thank Senator ISAKSON for
joining me in supporting this effort.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 336.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 336) designating the
first week of April 2014 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 1950

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told
that S. 1950 is at the desk and I ask for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1950) to improve the provision of
medical services and benefits to veterans,
and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for its
second reading but object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

335) was

336) was
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APPOINTMENT AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding
the upcoming recess or adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that during the adjourn-
ment or recess of the Senate from
Thursday, January 16, through Mon-
day, January 27, Senators LEVIN, WAR-
NER, and ROCKEFELLER be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY
17, 2014, THROUGH MONDAY, JAN-
UARY 27, 2014

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ and convene for pro forma ses-
sions only with no business conducted
on the following dates and times and
that following each pro forma session,
the Senate adjourn until the next pro
forma session: Friday, January 17, at
11:15 a.m.; Tuesday, January 21 at 10:30
a.m.; and Friday, January 24 at 9:30
a.m.; that the Senate adjourn on Fri-
day, January 24, 2014, until 2 p.m. on
Monday, January 27, 2014; that on Mon-
day, following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day; that following any leader re-
marks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the motion to proceed to S.
1926, the flood insurance legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the next
rollcall vote will be Monday, January
27, at 5:30 p.m.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11:15 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it adjourn under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:556 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
January 17, 2014, at 11:15 a.m.
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